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Personal Growth
and Connection

Avital part of Right Sharing of World Resources’ (RSWR) partnership
with women'’s groups is self-esteem and empathy training, which
strengthens a sense of self-worth and connections with others. These
skills are foundational for the success of communities.

One such activity RSWR uses is the “Spider Web.” In this exercise, a group
sitsin a circle with a ball of yarn. One woman tosses the yarn to another,
sharing something she appreciates about her. As the yarn is passed, a web
is created—each connection marked by kind words. Afterward, the group
reflects on how it felt to give and receive compliments.

The “Spider Web”

“BY INCLUDING EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT helps participants recognize Women from Olopa, Chiquimula,

their own value and that of Guatemala implement the activity “The
Web of Empathy.” The goal is to create

others. It encourages listening, bonds of unity, teamwork, and connection
THAT COMMUNITY TRANSFORMATION IS empathy, and mutual within the women’s group
support—qualities essential in group environments. Women who
understand one another’s emotions are more likely to collaborate,
EMPATHY, RSWR’S PARTNERSHIPS BECOME resolve conflicts peacefully, and build lasting support networks.

ALONGSIDE OTHER TOOLS, RSWR ENSURES

LASTING AND SHARED. WHEN ROOTED IN

PATHWAYS NOT JUST TO INCOME — BUT TO Self-esteem training like this boosts confidence, enabling women to
make bold choices in life. When a woman sees her peers valuing her,
she begins to value herself. And when she feels part of a shared web
of care, she gains the courage to grow.

DIGNITY, COMMUNITY, AND CHANGE.”

By including emotional development alongside other tools, RSWR ensures that community transformation is lasting and shared.
When rooted in empathy, RSWR's partnerships become pathways not just to income—but to dignity, community, and change. We
invite you to try the “Spider Web” exercise with your community and consider how it might shift your perspective on yourself and
others.
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A Partner Spotlight:
Kavitha

Kavitha, 42, has been married for 17 years and
is a mother of two school-going children. Her
marriage, a love match, was not accepted by
her husband’s family, and tensions remain. Her
husband worked irregularly as a wage laborer
in the vegetable market, and their financial
situation was often unstable.

Concerned about her children’s future, Kavitha
took matters into her own hands. She began
working six days a week at a local sweet
manufacturing company, earning Rs.1,080 per
week ($12.56 USD). With this, she managed basic
groceries and meals, but it wasn't enough to
meet all the family’s needs.

Her situation changed when she met Mrs.
Jeyakumari of the Jeyam Society, who
introduced her to
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Kavitha stands in her juice shop in Ramanathapuram District, Tamil Nadu, India. With her own hard
work and support from her group, Kavitha went from earning less than $13 per week in a factory to
earning over $17 per day in her own business while employing others.

Gradually, she earned Rs.400-600 ($4.65 - $7.00 USD) a day.

the RSWR revolving “[KAVITHA'S] SITUATION CHANGED
loan model. After

training and joining
a women’s group,
she received a INTRODUCED HER TO THE RSWR

Rs.10,000 ($116.30
USD) loan. Kavitha
bought spices in

With time and effort, she expanded her business, rented a

WHEN SHE MET MRS. JEYAKUMARI shop, and hired another woman to help. She saved enough
OF THE JEYAM SOCIETY, WHO to start a juice and grocery store. Now, she earns around

Rs.1,500 ($17.45 USD) per day and continues to attend
training sessions through the Jeyam Society, a RSWR partner.

REVOLVING LOAN MODEL."

Kavitha’s story is one of resilience and determination.
Through hard work and support, she created a stable life for

Madurai, packed them at home, and sold them in nearby villages. ~ her children and regained control of her future.

Kavitha is a member of the Jeyam Society in Tamil Nadu,
. India. The Jeyam Society is a past partner of RSWR and
- works for the welfare of Dalit and Tribal communities
= in Ramanathapuram District of Tamil Nadu. Mrs.
¢ ** Jayakumari, the founder of the NGO, has significant
- experience with women and community development
" programs. Jayem Society received one RSWR grant and
* completed the project in December 2022. The initial
. revolving fund has grown from 35 women to 180.

Women from the initial project with Jeyam Society in 2023

PARTNERING WITH WOMEN IN COMMUNITY TRANSFORMATION | PO Box 2102, Richmond, Indiana 47375-2102



RSWR Resources for You

Have you ever
given thanks for
your toilet?

How about your
electricity?

What about your
friends?

RSWR's recently
released gratitude
calendar, which
is available in
both adult and
children’s versions,
encourages us all
to think about and
appreciate the
many comforts
and conveniences
of modern life
that we often
take for granted.
For every week
there’s a theme
with a larger task
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on Sunday, small practices throughout
the week, and ending with a reflection

on Saturday.

Taking a few minutes each day to reflect
on what you're thankful for—big or
small—fosters a shared sense of joy. It
helps children and adults alike recognize
everyday blessings, encouraging empathy

and optimism.

Explore this
resource
with your
community
today!

RSWR recently released an updated “Gratitude Calendar for Kids”. This is a great daily reflection tool for
your family to build a sense of abundance and gratitude.

Power of Enough

Join Right Sharing of World Resources at Woolman Hill Retreat Center in Western
Massachusetts from September 26-28 for an in-person “Power of Enough” workshop.
Co-facilitators Traci Hjelt Sullivan and Jackie Stillwell will create space to explore the
central query: How can we balance our use of time, energy, and “things,” to free us for
action to do God’s work and to contribute to right order in our
community? We'll explore this question in various ways, and
by the end discern concrete actions in which this “power of
enough” can manifest in our day to day lives.

Go to Woolman Hill's website to learn more: https://
woolmanbhill.org/upcomingprograms/power-of-enough/
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/ Join

Right Sharing
Conversations

the third Tuesday
of each month

wWww.rswr.org/
community-

engagement

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT!
Join us as a new or
renewing donor today.
Your gift strengthens our
partnerships with women
creating sustainable
futures through
opportunity and dignity.
Through June 30, gifts will
be matched from new
donors and from donors
whose last gift was 2023
or earlier. Give today

and become part of this

transformative work! Melvin is a member of Tambua Sifet Worren's
operates a mobile market kiosk

......
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